
LOVE 
LUKE 10:25-37 

I want to share a story about an encounter that took place between Jesus and a religious 
leader who was an expert in the Old Testament. The gospel writer Luke is the one who 
retells this story.   

In this particular story, a religious leader questions Jesus by asking him what must be done 
to inherit eternal life.  

Jesus responds to his question with another question and asks this guy how he would sum 
up the overall instruction of the Old Testament.  

And so the religious leader answered this question by saying, “You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your 
mind, and your neighbor as yourself.”  

And after he gives this answer, Jesus confirms his answer and tells this guy that if he actually 
does this then he will inherit eternal life. 

But the religious leader wants to question Jesus even more and so he asks him who Jesus 
would define as being his neighbor.  

And Jesus responds to this question by sharing a story with the man. He says: 

“There was a man going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he got jumped by some 
thugs who robbed him and beat him up so bad that they left him to die right there on the 
road. Now, shortly after this, a priest was going down that same road. And when he saw this 
man, he went over to the other side of the road and just kept walking. Later, one of the 
temple workers, came down the road and he did the same thing — went over to the other 
side of the road and just kept walking. But then a Samaritan man came by and when he saw 
the man he had compassion towards him. He stopped to help him and took care of him and 
took him to a local inn where he could stay and recover.  
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The next day the Samaritan man took out two days worth of wages and gave them to the 
innkeeper and said, ‘Take care of this guy, and if you have to spend more money than what 
I’ve given you then I’ll make sure to repay you when I come back by.’”  

So then Jesus asked the religious leader, “Now, which of these three men would you say 
proved himself to be a good neighbor to the man who was left on the side of the road?”  

And the religious leader said, “The one who showed him mercy.”  

And Jesus said to him, “Now you go, and do the same.” 

Now this is a powerful story with a very important lesson for all of us.  

The religious leaders who were experts in the Old Testament were constantly testing Jesus 
with all sorts of questions. This particular religious leader wants to put Jesus on record 
making a definitive statement about what must be done to enter into the eternal Kingdom of 
God. But Jesus responds to his question by actually referring to the Old Testament and 
asking this guy how he would summarize the main thrust of what the Old Testament teaches.  

And this Old Testament expert says that all of God’s instructions can be summed up like this, 
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
strength and with all your mind, and love your neighbor as yourself.” This is a great answer, 
and Jesus confirms this answer and tells him that if he does this, he will inherit eternal life. 

But the religious leader wants to press the question even further so he asks Jesus to define 
what is meant by the word neighbor. He’s basically saying, “Yeah, I’m supposed to love my 
neighbor, but who exactly is my neighbor?” And it’s important to notice how Jesus answers 
this particular question. The parable that Jesus uses to answer this question doesn’t really 
address what type of people we should love. Instead, it addresses the bigger issue which is 
are we the type of people who love others.  

Many times we want to ask, “What kind of person should I love?” but Jesus declares that the 
better question is, “Am I living like a person that loves?”   
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This story is very similar to another time when Jesus was asked an Old Testament question. 
He was asked which one of God’s commands should be considered the greatest. Jesus 
responded to that question with the same answer given by this guy in this story. Jesus said: 

“The most important command is this, ’Hear, Oh Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 
And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind and with all your strength.’ And the second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” (Mark 12:29-31) 

And so, Jesus confirms and connects these two Old Testament commands to give one great 
and over-arching command that ought to define who we are as his followers. We are 
commanded as followers of Jesus to love God passionately, and as this story of the 
Samaritan man points out, we are also commanded to love others radically.      
  
These commands are connected and inseparable because an authentic love for God will 
always manifest itself in a radical love towards others.   

So as we look at Jesus’ teaching on this command to love, we’re going to take a little time to 
answer these three questions: 

How do we love? 
Who do we love? 
And why do we love?  
  

How Do We Love? 

Scripture provides several great examples on how we ought to love, but for the sake of our 
time and study we will stick to this story of the Samaritan man as a good example of how we 
ought to love.  

And so how did the Samaritan man love in this story? 
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Well, he went out of his way to help someone else. It seems so basic, but it’s so easy for us to 
completely ignore or overlook how often we fail to do just that.  
The Samaritan man had plans. He was going somewhere and had something to do. So when 
he stops on the side of the road and spends the time it took to care for the man and get him 
to a place where he could rest and recover, we can safely assume that whatever plans he 
had made for that day didn’t happen. Love is patient, and it does not seek its own interest 
over the interest of others.  

So the Samaritan man had to sacrifice what he wanted to do that day to help someone else. 
And not only did he have to sacrifice his time, but he also ended up having to spend some 
of his own money. He spent two days worth of wages upfront and was willing to spend more 
if it was needed. Today, if you make around $50,000 a year then two days worth of wages 
would be around $250. When was the last time you randomly spent $250 to help someone 
you didn’t know and with a willingness to spend more than that if you had to? Love is 
generous, and it isn’t afraid to make a sacrifice for the benefit of someone else. 

And so, we could study the Scriptures and get all sorts of great wisdom and guidance on 
how we ought to love, but at the most basic level, we learn from this story that we are to love 
by going out of our way to serve someone else. 

Who Do We Love? 

Now, let’s look at the next question, “Who do we love?” 

Jesus confirmed that the Scriptures declare that we ought to love the Lord our God with all 
our heart and with all our soul and with all our strength and with all our mind, and love our 
neighbor as ourselves. Jesus said that if we are doing this then we will inherit eternal life in 
the eternal Kingdom of God.  

So is Jesus saying that all we have to do is live a life of love towards others and treat people 
like we would want them to treat us and then we will be good with God and granted eternal 
life?  
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There are many good people in the world who do a really good job of going out of their 
way to love others, but they have no love or affection for God. They are not necessarily 
opposed to God, but they just remain indifferent towards him. What about these people? 
Are they living a good enough life to be good with God and granted eternal life in his 
eternal Kingdom? 

This is an important question with a very important answer. Jesus never gives any sort of 
impression that it is okay to be indifferent towards God as long as you are doing a great job 
of loving and serving the people around you. Jesus very clearly declares that our love 
towards other people must start and flow from a sincere and passionate love for God. 

And so who do we love? 

We start with a love for God, and we let that fuel a love for everybody else. And that 
everybody else includes the people that we like, but also the people that we don’t like or 
that don’t like us as well. And we should also never overlook that this everybody else 
especially includes other followers of Jesus who belong to the people of God.  

Elsewhere, Jesus taught his followers the importance of loving one another by saying: 

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved 
you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John 13:34-35) 

Why Do We Love?  

So we’ve briefly looked at how we ought to love and who we ought to love, and now we 
need to wrap this up by making sure we are clear on why we ought to love. 

Jesus said to love one another as he has loved us. He goes on again to emphasize this even 
further by saying: 
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“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater 
love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. You are my 
friends if you do what I command you.” (John 15:12-14) 

Jesus said there is no greater love that can be demonstrated on this earth than a love that 
would lead someone to lay down his life for the sake of his friends. And yet, God has gone 
above and beyond this level of love in that while we were living indifferent and in opposition 
to him, he demonstrated his love for us by sending his own Son into the world to lay down 
his life for us. We were more like enemies than friends, and yet God graciously loved us.  

The Samaritan man in the story had compassion towards the guy who was left for dead. He 
stopped what he was doing to serve this guy who was left for dead. And he paid whatever it 
cost and sacrificed himself in order to provide rest, healing and restoration for the guy who 
was left for dead.  

In the same way, Jesus has shown compassion to us who were dead towards God. He set 
aside his status and privileges as the Creator to serve his creation who was stuck on a path 
of destruction and despair. And he paid the ultimate cost and sacrificed himself in order to 
provide the rest, healing and restoration that we needed in order to enjoy eternal life in the 
eternal Kingdom of God.  

We ought to love God because he loved us first. And we ought to love others because we 
are the unworthy recipients of the greatest act of love ever given. Let’s begin to look for 
opportunities to go out of our way to love other people. And let’s become known as those 
Jesus followers who love their God passionately and love the rest of the world radically. 
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