
STUDY 5: SUPPORT THE SHEPHERDS 
1 Corinthians 9 

Do you not know that those who are employed in the temple service get their 
food from the temple, and those who serve at the altar share in the sacrificial 
offerings? In the same way, the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the 
gospel should get their living by the gospel. (1 Corinthians 9:13-14) 

In considering the Old Testament (OT) principle of tithing, we discussed in our 
last study what this means for us as the people of God today. We concluded that 
if we are truly amazed by God’s grace freely given to us in Christ then we will 
generously go beyond the norm in our support of spreading that amazing grace 
to others. Now, in continuing the conversation concerning our generosity and 
giving, we must examine where our giving ought to be specifically going.  

Would financial support of any general charity or non-profit cause fall under the 
umbrella of ‘giving back to God’? Or is there something more specific that our 
financial support ought to be actually supporting in order to be more accurately 
and appropriately considered ‘giving back to God’?  

As an example, the American Heart Association is one of the largest charities in 
America today and the nation’s oldest and largest voluntary organization 
dedicated to fighting cardiovascular diseases. Undoubtedly, the organization 
does tremendous work that benefits a great number of people and supporting 
this work would obviously be a good thing for many of us to contribute to. 
However, in trying to discern what it means to ‘give back to God’, would our 
financial support of the American Heart Association fall into this category? 
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In our study of the OT tithe and various New Testament (NT) passages on 
Christian giving, we might conclude that truly ‘giving back to God’ might be a 
bit more specific than just generally giving to great charities and causes. Truly 
giving back to God is at the very least supporting the spread of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ and the sharing of God’s amazing grace in the name of Christ. Therefore, 
in discerning where our giving ought to be going, we can appropriately say that 
we as God’s people today are to ultimately support God’s gospel “shepherds” and 
also help the helpless in the name of Christ and His Kingdom.   

So, that being said, we will look at what Scripture has to say about supporting 
God’s shepherds, and then in our next study, we will examine what Scripture has 
to say about helping the helpless in the name of Christ.  

In the OT, God commanded His people to set apart at least one-tenth of their 
annual earnings in order to support those called to devote their lives to the 
ministry of God’s people. Later in the NT, we see Jesus actually underscore this 
principle when He sends out His disciples in Matthew 10. He tells them to not 
take any money, or any extra bags or extra clothes on their journey because in 
His words “the laborer deserves his food” (Matthew 10:10).  

Jesus literally puts His disciples in a position where their mission must be 
supported by the very people that they minister to. Therefore, for us today, 
supporting those called by God to devote their lives to the spread of the gospel 
and to the service of God’s people is a transcendent godly principle that is meant 
to humble those who receive the gifts and to bless those who give them.  

Even while I (Paul) was in Thessalonica, you helped out—and not only 
once, but twice. Not that I’m looking for handouts, but I do want you to 
experience the blessing that issues from generosity. (Philippians 4:17) 
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In Paul’s first letter to the Corinthian church, he addresses an issue concerning a 
dispute taking place among the church there on whether Christians should eat 
food that had been previously sacrificed to pagan idols. He points out that 
Christians are free to purchase and eat such ‘pagan’ food in the marketplace, but 
that they should willingly give up this right if it causes any confusion among 
other Christians or criticism of the gospel. He then goes on to use himself as an 
example of someone who has freely given up a specific right that he has as an 
apostle in order to not confuse others or bring criticism upon the gospel. That 
right that he is referring to is the right that he has to receive financial support for 
his gospel ministry from the very people that he has been ministering to. 

Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our Lord? Are not 
you my workmanship in the Lord?… Who serves as a soldier at his own 
expense? Who plants a vineyard without eating any of its fruit? Or who 
tends a flock without getting some of the milk? (1 Corinthians 9:1, 7) 

Paul defends his right to be financially supported for his ministry, and he uses 
three examples from everyday life to make his point. He mentions that: 

❖ A soldier is not sent to war at his own expense.  
❖ A vineyard owner should be able to eat some of his vineyard’s grapes. 
❖ And a shepherd is not expected to care for a flock without being able to also 

have some of the milk from those sheep.  

These are simple analogies that clearly explain the right that ministers of the 
gospel have to receive financial support from those they serve. Church leaders 
and those in gospel ministry serve God’s people by fighting for their protection 
from the enemy, nurturing them to produce a fruitful harvest, and caring for 
them like a shepherd does for his sheep.  
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As benefactors of gospel ministry, we ought to show our gratitude by supporting 
and taking care of those who serve as shepherds over our spiritual needs. 
Scripture declares that financial support is a practical way to honor faithful 
service and hard work for the Kingdom of God. 

Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially 
those who labor in preaching and teaching. For the Scripture says, “You shall 
not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain,” and, “The laborer deserves 
his wages.” (1 Timothy 5:17-18) 

Now, it should be made clear that we need to desperately exercise wisdom and 
discernment when it comes to giving our money (which is God’s money) to 
various church leaders and Christian ministries. In Paul’s letter to Timothy and 
again in his letter to Titus, he gives some specific instructions as to what to look 
for in ministry leadership. He orders that those devoted to ministry should not 
be lovers of money, should never pursue dishonest gain, and should never show 
any signs of greed. Instead, they should be men clearly devoted and eager to 
serve the needs of others above their own needs (see 2 Corinthians 9:18-19). 
The apostle Peter also warns us that their will be false teachers among our 
churches that will seek to exploit us with false truths because of their desire for 
financial prosperity (2 Peter 2:3). We need to seriously study those we support 
and make sure they are consistently working for the glory of God’s Kingdom 
rather than for the advancement of their own. 

That being said, it is our responsibility as the people of God to take care of those 
who have shown great integrity in the way that they have served us in their 
service to the Lord. As Paul argued, “If we have sown spiritual things among you, 
is it too much if we reap material things from you?” (v. 11). We must care for our 
leaders financially and especially those faithfully teaching us the Word of God.   
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Let the one who is taught the word share all good things with the one who 
teaches. (Galatians 6:6) 

As God’s gospel shepherds, those called to the ministry of the gospel must freely 
share the spiritual wisdom and work that God has called them to without 
expecting anything in return. As those under the care of those shepherds, we 
must freely and willingly share the material wealth and resources that God has 
given us with these shepherds freely serving our spiritual needs.  

Collectively as the people of God, we are to view the ministry of God’s gospel 
and the financial support of it as a fellowship of freely giving to one another. It 
ought to always be a mutual sharing and never a mere mechanical exchange. 

Again, if we are truly amazed by God’s gospel of amazing grace then we will 
generously (and gladly) go beyond the norm in our support of spreading that 
gospel of amazing grace to others. 

Who are the men in your life that you have benefited from spiritually and how 
can you support their ministry? What particular ministries have had a significant 
impact on your faith and what are ways that you can support their efforts? And 
what church family are you apart of and are you faithfully helping to support 
the financial needs of that particular church gathering? Scripture is clear, we are 
called to support God’s shepherds who faithfully serve us spiritually. How are we 
currently caring for those who have devoted their lives to caring for our soul?
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