
JAIRUS AND THE DESPERATE WOMAN (PART 2) 
MARK 5:21-34 

I want to share a story about an encounter between Jesus and an unnamed woman who 
Jesus confronts on his way to heal the daughter of a man named Jairus. 

In this particular story, Jesus is own his way to the home of this well-known man in the 
community named Jairus in order to heal his daughter who is sick and on her deathbed.   

And as he was heading down the road, a huge crowd had gathered around him and started 
walking with him because they probably wanted to see what was going to happen. 

In that large crowd of people, there was a desperate woman who had been suffering from 
some bleeding issues for twelve years. Culturally, this kind of condition would have probably 
caused her to remain unmarried or possibly be divorced if she was married before.  

She had seen a bunch of doctors and spent a bunch of money, but her condition seemed to 
only get worse and so she was desperate for anything that might bring some healing for her. 

She had probably heard about some of the things that Jesus was doing, and so she was 
hoping that if somehow she could subtly squeeze through the crowd unnoticed and just get 
close enough to touch him then that might be all that she needed in order to be healed. 

And so she does it. She gets in close to Jesus and touches him, and sure enough all of a 
sudden she felt healed and the bleeding stopped. And nobody had noticed; except Jesus. 

Jesus felt this woman come up behind him and touch him, and so he stops right there in the 
middle of the road and asks the crowd, "Who just came up and touched me?" 

Now, his disciples think this is crazy. They’re probably thinking, "There's a huge crowd here. 
Why would you care if someone bumped into you or touched you? We're on the way to heal 
the dying daughter of a well-known leader in the community and you’re stopping to see 
who just touched you?” It doesn’t make any since to his disciples. 
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But, you see, Jesus saw this as an opportunity to bless this desperate woman. 

The woman was hoping to go unnoticed, and now her biggest fear is happening. She steps 
out in front of the crowd and bows before Jesus and says, "It was me. I touched you.” 

You see, culturally it was not okay for a sick person to touch anybody, especially a sick 
woman touching a man like Jesus. And so this woman is scared and probably feels shame as 
she stands there as the center of attention in front of this large crowd. Everyone is expecting 
Jesus to say something about what she just did, but Jesus is not disappointed with her.  

He looks at her, and he doesn’t shame her; he commends her in front of everybody. He 
confronts her, but he reassures her with his love and his grace. He says, "Daughter, your faith 
in who I am has saved you. Go in peace and enjoy this healing that you have experienced." 

Our Story 

Now, is there anyone that you feel like you can identify with in this story? 

I feel like I can relate to this woman a little bit. This woman had been looking for healing and 
peace for twelve years, and she finally found it when she met Jesus. She was worried that 
she wasn’t good enough to come to him, but Jesus showed how gracious and loving he 
truly is towards those of us who come to him in desperation and faith.  

There was a long time in my life where the only thing that gave me peace was being really 
good at baseball. But the problem was that I didn’t always play good and things didn’t 
always go like I thought they should go and so honestly there was very little peace in my life.  

But then one day, I was in a bar in Hollywood, CA and out of nowhere God confronted me 
and called me out through some random girl at the bar, and I haven’t been the same since. 
And just like this woman, I realized that I was desperate for peace, but I was also ashamed of 
who I was because of my past. But God has reassured me of his grace and love through the 
life of Jesus and also through personal experience. And like this woman, I have peace now 
because I know that God loves me, and that he is never disappointed by a desperate faith.
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