
BARTIMAEUS 
MARK 10:46-52 

I want to share a story about an encounter between Jesus and a blind beggar known as 
Bartimaeus. 

In this particular story, Jesus is heading out of the city of Jericho on his way to Jerusalem. 
There was a large group of people traveling with him, and as he’s leaving the city, there was 
a blind man who was sitting on the side of street begging for money or food or any other 
kind of help that he could get.  

This man known as Bartimaeus heard that it was Jesus and his followers passing by, and so 
he immediately started to cry out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me! Jesus, Son of 
David, have mercy on me!” 

He was creating a scene and given the popularity of Jesus at this point in his life many 
people in the crowd just felt like this man was an annoying interruption. People from Jesus’ 
crowd started telling the man to just calm down and be quiet. But Bartimaeus was 
determined and just kept yelling even louder, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 

And even though Jesus’ mind was probably consumed with thoughts about what he was 
going to go through when he got to Jerusalem, he still took the time to stop for this man. 
Jesus told some of the people in the group to go get this man, and so they went over to 
Bartimaeus and told him the good news that Jesus wanted to see him. As soon as they tell 
him that Jesus said this, he immediately throws off his jacket and gets up to go see Jesus.  

Now he is face to face with Jesus, and Jesus asks him, “What do you want me to do for you?” 

And Bartimaeus said, "Great teacher, please help me to see again."  

And then Jesus said to him, "Ok, you can go now; your faith in who I am has saved you."  

All of a sudden, Bartimaeus could see again, and he joined Jesus on the way to Jerusalem. 
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Our Story 

Now, is there anyone that you feel like you can identify with in this story? 

Unfortunately, there are times in my own life where I’m a lot like the crowd in this story. 
Sometimes I’m so focused on who I’m with or what I’m doing or where I’m going that I 
overlook the opportunities to be a blessing to those I might come across on my way. It’s 
embarrassing to even admit, but sometimes I can be so focused on what I got going on that 
I end up ignoring the needy and the homeless around me. 

But Jesus is so different. He was constantly taking time to interact with those who were often 
ignored or ridiculed. Even when he is closing in on the city limits of Jerusalem and super 
focused on what he was going to have to do there, he takes time to stop and bless a blind 
man begging on a street corner.  

This poor man had nothing, but he did have incredible hope that Jesus was who he said he 
was and that Jesus could change his life. Even when everyone was telling him to sit down 
and shut up, he just kept crying out to Jesus and begging for his help.  

I have learned from the life and teachings of Jesus that you cannot always judge a person’s 
heart and character by just looking at their outer appearance or condition in life. People 
might be helpless, but that does not mean that they are hopeless. 

Jesus told Bartimaeus, “Your faith in who I am has saved you” and then he healed him. 

I know that the love of Jesus can radically change people’s lives, but I need to slow down 
enough to show people his love and to help them join the journey of following Jesus.  
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