
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
Study 6: The Community of Believers 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

“Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we 
affirm, for God can be trusted to keep his promise. Let us 
think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and 
good works. And let us not neglect our meeting together, 
as some people do, but encourage one another, 
especially now that the day of his return is drawing 
near.” (Hebrews 10:23-25) 
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❖ Discussion Question: Give a list of reasons why followers of 
Jesus should meet together on a regular basis?  Also what are 
some excuses that we use to neglect fellowship? 

The Communion of Saints 

In order to stimulate or motivate others to acts of love and good 
works, we have to be intentional with our thought process. This 
means that I should walk into a room and look for ways to bless 
others rather than walking in and going about my business or 
waiting for others to respond to me. We must move out from 
the address of simply responding to others but being proactive 
instead and initiating relationships.   

Prior to 313 A.D., it was illegal to be a follower of Jesus. If it was 
found out that you were a follower of Jesus then you would 
more then likely lose your life. So coming together as a close 
community was essential because the followers of Jesus were 
being executed which created great pain, fear, anxiety, stress 
and sorrow. They needed each other!   

What’s different about it today?  
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We may not find ourselves being persecuted, but we still find 
ourselves experiencing pain, sorrow, stress, fear and anxiety. 
However, today we are more app to medicate such things and 
suppress how we truly feel in order to present ourselves as 
spiritually and emotionally healthy individuals who love Jesus. 

❖ Discussion Question: Why are we so afraid to be vulnerable 
and honest about our current situations and fears? How do 
we overcome this and learn to be open and honest within our 
relationships? 

As iron sharpens iron, so a friend sharpens a friend. 
(Proverbs 27:17) 

In order for iron to sharpen another piece of iron they must be 
close together. If there is any separation then no sharpening can 
manifest. In order for us to become close relationally, we must 
be forgiven by the blood of Jesus which allows us to be FREE 
from sin, death and judgement, and we must not be afraid to 
share our past and sin with others.   
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The Forgiveness of Sins 

Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other 
so that you may be healed. The earnest prayer of a 
righteous person has great power and produces 
wonderful results. ( James 5:16)   

Once I am forgiven and free from my sin, then it no longer 
controls me. If, however, I conceal my sin then it maintains 
power and controls my every move whether I like it or not.   

So now there is no condemnation for those who belong 
to Christ Jesus. And because you belong to him, the 
power of the life-giving Spirit has freed you from the 
power of sin that leads to death. The law of Moses was 
unable to save us because of the weakness of our sinful 
nature. So God did what the law could not do. He sent his 
own Son in a body like the bodies we sinners have. And in 
that body God declared an end to sin’s control over us by 
giving his Son as a sacrifice for our sins. He did this so 
that the just requirement of the law would be fully 
satisfied for us, who no longer follow our sinful nature 
but instead follow the Spirit. (Romans 8:1-4) 

�4



Because we are no longer condemned, we are free from the 
burdens and sins that used to define us and cripple us. As a 
result — I am free to be who Jesus made me to be. This means 
that others have no power over defining me or controlling me, 
but that power has been transferred to Jesus who purchased 
me by His blood! 

In order for true authentic community to happen we must be 
willing to repent well and forgive well. We must live in grace and 
not in law. This was especially difficult for the early church which 
was coming out of Judaism which was often law driven and into 
following Jesus which was love and grace driven.   

The Resurrection of the Body 

But someone may ask, “How will the dead be raised? 
What kind of bodies will they have?” What a foolish 
question! When you put a seed into the ground, it doesn’t 
grow into a plant unless it dies first. And what you put in 
the ground is not the plant that will grow, but only a bare 
seed of wheat or whatever you are planting. Then God 
gives it the new body he wants it to have. A different plant 
grows from each kind of seed. (1 Corinthians 15:35-38) 
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For God loved the world so much that he gave his one 
and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will 
not perish but have eternal life. ( John 3:16) 

We eternally exist which means that we will live forever either in 
Heaven with the Father or in hell eternally separated from Him. 
The word perish means a continual decay which means that if we 
reject Christ and later die, it will be an eternal death and decay. 
However, if we enter into a relationship with Jesus through His 
blood, death and resurrection then we will continue to grow 
eternally. The resurrection of our bodies is like a seed planted 
that will continue to grow and draw nearer to God which will 
take an eternity. 

Heaven 

❖ Discussion Question: What do you think Heaven will be like? 

Heaven is the place where God most fully makes known His 
presence and blessing. Heaven is mentioned 457 times in the 
New American Standard Bible. The apostle Paul encourages us 
to “Let heaven fill your thoughts and to not think only about 
things down here on earth.” (Colossians 3:2)   
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How often do you think about Heaven?   

Most of us are so preoccupied by the things here on earth that 
we give little attention to where our true citizenship actually lies.   

Above all, you must live as citizens of heaven, conducting 
yourselves in a manner worthy of the Good News about 
Christ. (Philippians 1:27)   

If our citizenship resides in heaven then why do we at times get 
so attached to the things of this earth?   

As great as a place as earth is, it fails in comparison to what 
Heaven will be like.   

❖ Discussion Question: How can having a mind fixated on 
Heaven help you navigate through the struggles that come 
with living here in this life on planet earth? 

For to me, living means living for Christ, and dying is even 
better. (Philippians 1:21)   
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We get the privilege to see Jesus when we place our faith in Him, 
who died on the Cross for our sins, rose from the grave and is 
seated at the Right Hand of the Throne of God. Walking with 
Jesus here on earth is the greatest joy a human being can 
possible experience and being with Jesus in Heaven takes it to a 
whole other eternal level. We don’t get to see Jesus until we 
trust in Him and then die… 

❖ Discussion Question: Why are we so afraid of death? How do 
we overcome this fear and replace it with anticipation? 

John Piper once said: 

“The critical question for our generation — and for every 
generation — is this: If you could have heaven, with no 
sickness, and with all the friends you ever had on earth, 
and all the food you ever liked, and all the leisure 
activities you ever enjoyed, and all the natural beauties 
you ever saw, all the physical pleasures you ever tasted, 
and no human conflict or any natural disasters, could you 
be satisfied with heaven, if Christ were not there? ” 

�8



Heaven is about being with Jesus free from the flesh and sin and 
getting to enjoy Him for all eternity.  

Advertisers’ number one goal is to get you to a place where you 
cannot live without their product which moves you to go out 
and purchase it. We are so easily distracted and unfortunately 
so easily satisfied. But over time whatever experience, thing or 
even relationship that we seek for satisfaction will eventually no 
longer provide the lasting joy and peace we so eagerly chased 
after.   

We have a tendency to fill our souls with things from the Creator 
rather then the Creator Himself.   

He has planted eternity in the human heart, but even so, 
people cannot see the whole scope of God’s work from 
beginning to end. (Ecclesiastes 3:11)   

Inside each of us is a deeper longing that only Jesus can satisfy, 
and until we come to that realization, we will continue to chase 
the carrot and look to be full filled with things that were not 
created to complete us.
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