
Stages of the Journey 
Stage Five: The Journey Outward 

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a 
man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he 
had and bought that field.” (Matthew 13:44)   

Often times when we look at this verse we think the treasure is God and that 
He is asking us to sell everything in order to purchase the field so we can 
have the treasure. But is that the proper way to examine this parable?  

Look at it from this angle: Jesus is the one who gave up everything and laid 
down His life on the cross in order to purchase the treasure. With that in 
mind, now who is the treasure? We are!  

The journey outward is about understanding who we are in the eyes of Jesus 
and living that out on a daily basis.   

The Changes 

Prior to my journey with Jesus, I really wasn't concerned about anyone but 
myself. I lacked empathy (which is the essence of evil) and real compassion 
for others because I didn’t have time for that in my life. Then my eternal 
encounter with Jesus took place, and all that began to change.  
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What you should notice in this stage is that you have a real heart for others 
and developing deep and meaningful relationships. You are grasping the 
concepts of what ‘true surrender’ means and are now living that out. You are 
understanding what it means to be concerned and focused on the best interest 
of others rather than just what’s best for yourself.   

❖ Discussion questions: Do you find it difficult at times to understand that 
you are God’s treasure? Have you struggled with having compassion and 
empathy for others and if so how does that change? 

How Others Perceive Us As Being Stuck 

In this stage as well as at stage six, we don’t get stuck nearly as often, but we 
can be misdiagnosed by those around us. We can be viewed as having too 
much of a carefree attitude, and because we don’t panic in life, we are looked 
as apathetic. We are not out of touch with what is going on around us; we are 
just not consumed by what is happening to us.  

Our level of trust in Jesus is growing so strong that the normal storms of life 
don’t throw us out of balance because our house is built on solid ground and 
not shifting sand.   
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In the gospel of Mark, we read the following: 

As evening came, Jesus said to his disciples, “Let’s cross to the other 
side of the lake.” So they took Jesus in the boat and started out, 
leaving the crowds behind (although other boats followed).  But soon 
a fierce storm came up. High waves were breaking into the boat, and 
it began to fill with water. Jesus was sleeping at the back of the boat 
with his head on a cushion. The disciples woke him up, shouting, 
“Teacher, don’t you care that we’re going to drown?” When Jesus 
woke up, he rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Silence! Be 
still!” Suddenly the wind stopped, and there was a great calm.  
(Mark 4:35-39)   

As Jesus was sleeping in the midst of this storm, what do you think the 
disciples thought about Him?   

“Teacher, don’t you care…?”   

How was Jesus able to sleep in a small boat during a fierce storm?   

Obviously answer number one is, He is God, but at the same time we must 
come to understand that what Jesus says is true. Jesus said, “Let’s cross to the 
other side of the lake.” He didn’t say, lets go half way and drown. I am not 
throwing the disciples under the bus here, I would have woken Jesus up as 
well, but now that we have a relationship with Jesus through the Holy Spirit, 
we now have the privilege of resting completely in Him even in the midst of 
scary situations. And be prepared. Because when we are calm in the storms 
of life, others will be either really encouraged by our faith or baffled by it. 
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❖ Discussion questions: How do we arrive to a place where we are able to 
take a nap on a small boat during at massive storm? What are the typical 
responses to life’s storms?   

How We Keep Moving 

Again, we are getting what it means to live out our faith and so getting stuck 
isn’t the real issue. However, we do still have to keep digging deeper in our 
relationship with Jesus. There should be a greater hunger for His word as we 
long to know His ways and walk in them. Most people get stuck because 
they simply add Jesus to their life in hopes that He will make their dreams 
come true. However, that is trying to make Jesus be obligated to you while 
you are refusing to obligate yourself to Him in return. At this stage, we see 
how Jesus is involved in every arena of our lives. Marriages go south when 
the communication breaks down, and we start making decisions without the 
other persons involvement. That holds true with our relationship with Jesus 
as well.   

Prayer is a vital part of your journey as you recognize the privilege we have 
through Jesus as He has granted us access to Him at any point of the day. If I 
fail to talk to my wife, what would happen to our marriage? In the same way 
how will I know how to handle the situations that arise daily in my life if I 
am not in constant communication with the King? Praying isn’t a chore, but a 
privilege. But until we understand that, we will continue to struggle.   

“Prayer is essentially the expression of our heart longing for love.  It 
is not so much the listing of our requests but the breathing of our own 
deepest request, to be united with God as fully as possible.”   
(Jeffery Imbach)  
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The Recovery of Love 

The apostle Paul writes in his letter to the Romans: 

“For I have a great sense of obligation to people in both the civilized 
world and the rest of the world, to the educated and uneducated 
alike. So I am eager to come to you in Rome, too, to preach the Good 
News. For I am not ashamed of this Good News about Christ. It is the 
power of God at work, saving everyone who believes—the Jew first 
and also the Gentile.” (Romans 1:14-16)  

If I saved your life and died in the process, wouldn’t you feel obligated to 
look after my wife and three girls? Wouldn’t you be eager to see them and be 
involved in their lives? Would you ever feel shame about the relationship?   

Now multiply that by an infinite number when it comes to what Jesus has 
done for us. At this stage, you understand who Jesus is and what He has 
done. 

❖ Discussion questions: What is prayer? What excuses do we tend to come 
up with to why we don’t pray? How do we overcome those excuses?   
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Additional Thought 

At this stage in our journey, we really start to understand that more right 
behavior plus less wrong behavior doesn’t equal godliness. Godliness 
manifest itself out of our connection and dependency upon Jesus.  

Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, 
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I 
am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in 
him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do 
nothing. (John 15:4-5) 

“We can never resolve our sin by working on it.”  When we sin, we must 1

realize that it doesn’t come between me and God because Jesus took my sin 
away. What it does mean is that when I sin, it is before us and not between 
us.  

Nothing separates me from Jesus (Romans 8:31-39)! Jesus helps us work 
through our sin, and as we depend on Him more and more, sin becomes less 
and less of a focus. As we fix our eyes on Jesus, we won’t be looking at the 
things that gratify our flesh, but see the value of feeding off the Spirit. 

    The Cure1
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