
CLEOPAS 
LUKE 24:13-35 

I want to share a story about an encounter between Jesus and one of his first followers 
named Cleopas.  

This particular story takes place immediately after the resurrection of Jesus. There was a 
group of women who had already seen that Jesus’ tomb was empty, and they were told by 
some special messengers from God that Jesus was alive again. So they were spreading the 
word about what they had seen, but the disciples of Jesus thought these women were lying. 
The story that the women were telling just seemed too much like a fairy tale to them, and so 
the disciples didn’t believe them. 

That same day, a man named Cleopas was walking with a friend of his to a local village, and 
they were talking about what had happened to Jesus and the rumors going around that he 
was alive again. And all of a sudden while they were talking, Jesus walked up on them and 
joined them even though for some reason they didn’t recognize him.  

Jesus didn’t reveal who he was to them but just asked them, “What are you talking about?” 

And Cleopas said, “Are you serious? Are you the only person in the entire region that hasn’t 
heard about what’s happened these last few days? We’re talking about the man named 
Jesus who was an incredible man of God who was doing things and teaching things that we 
had never seen or heard before. And we were all hoping that he was the King that God had 
promised, but the religious leaders had him executed. Now, there are some women 
claiming that he’s alive again, but nobody has seen him or knows for sure what’s happened.” 

Then Jesus responded to Cleopas by saying, “Well, according to your Scriptures was it not 
necessary that the Promised King should suffer these things and enter into his glory in this 
way?” And then starting from the very beginning of the Old Testament and going all the way 
through, Jesus taught Cleopas and his friend what the Scriptures taught about the King that 
God had promised. 
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As they got near the village, Cleopas invited Jesus to stay with them since it was late anyway. 
And that night, as they were gathered around the table, Jesus said a blessing for the bread, 
broke it and then gave it to Cleopas and his friend. And as soon as he did this, they finally 
recognized him for who he really was.  

Jesus left them right after this, but they started talking and admitted to one another that they 
felt something deep inside of them as he was teaching them on the way to the village. 

And then, Cleopas and his friend decided to immediately travel back to Jerusalem to tell the 
other disciples what happened to them and that the rumor was true, Jesus was alive again!  

Our Story 

Now, is there anyone that you feel like you can identify with in this story? 

I feel like I can relate to Cleopas and his friend in that they didn’t really know what to believe 
about Jesus until they had a proper understanding of what the Bible really said about him. 

Do you feel like you kind of know Jesus and what he’s done, but you’re still not quite sure 
how it all makes sense and why it all went down the way it did? 

Well, from what we see here in this story, in order to have a clear understanding of Jesus and 
what it means for him to be the Promised King, we need a right understanding of the Bible. 
For most of my life, my understanding of Jesus was based on bits and pieces that I would 
pick up from church or different speakers or chapel messages or books and stuff like that.  

It wasn’t until I picked up the Bible for myself and started reading it with others and studying 
and learning the big story of God’s plan for human history that I began to have a much more 
profound understanding of who Jesus is and what he has actually done and how its shaped 
human history and the massive implications that his life has for my own life.  

And so, I have learned that the primary way to come to a right understanding of who Jesus 
is, is to have him teach you about himself through an open and honest study of the Bible.
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