
STUDY 7: GIVE LAVISHLY 
Luke 19:1-10 

And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, 
hurry and come down, for I must stay at your house today.” So he hurried 
and came down and received him joyfully. And when they saw it, they all 
grumbled, “He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.” And 
Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I 
give to the poor. And if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it 
fourfold.” And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, 
since he also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to 
save the lost.” (Luke 19:5-10) 

As we look to conclude this seven-part series on money, it might serve us well to 
remember how we began. At the outset, we pointed out the startling statistics 
that over seventy-five percent of the world’s population lives on less than ten 
dollars per day ($3,650 per year). And according to these same statistics, nearly 
fifty percent of the world’s population lives on less than two dollars per day 
($730 per year).  

Therefore, in light of these statistics, we pointed out that if we have food in our 
fridge, clothes in our closet and a roof over our heads then we are wealthier than 
seventy-five percent of the world’s population. If you have any money in the 
bank or spare change in a jar then you are in the top eight percent of the world’s 
wealthiest people. So even though many of us are quick to deny it, the truth of 
the matter is that the average American Christian is excessively rich.  
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We began our studies by looking at our Lord’s encounter with a man much like 
us and notoriously known as the Rich Young Ruler. We saw how this man ran 
to Jesus but then soon walked away from Him in sorrow because of the way our 
Lord exposed the true condition of his heart. After the man’s encounter with 
Jesus, he realized for the first time in his life that he was more devoted to his 
money than he was to his God. He was given a clear-cut choice to make 
concerning what he treasured the most. And as we saw this man sadly walk away 
from Jesus, we saw the overwhelming control that money can have over those of 
us who have a lot of it. 

Our Lord declared that it’s impossible to enter the Kingdom of God when we are 
clinging to anything else other than Him as our King. 

So now, as we enter into this last study, we are going to turn to Luke’s Gospel 
where we have another encounter between Jesus and a notoriously rich ruler. 
Here in this encounter, we find Jesus passing through the city of Jericho when 
all of a sudden a small, strange man hurries up a sycamore tree just to see Jesus 
as He was passing by on the road. The man’s name was Zacchaeus, and as Luke 
tells us, he was a chief tax collector in Jericho and therefore a very wealthy man.  

Tax collectors were collectively despised by those in the community. Even today, 
those who work for the IRS don’t necessarily walk around their communities 
bragging about it. Israelites who became tax collectors were even more despised 
among their communities because they worked on behalf of the Roman Empire.   

Israel was a conquered nation under Roman rule. It was the common order of 
the Roman Empire to issue oppressive taxes upon their conquered societies and 
then to channel all that money and wealth into Rome and to its citizens. This 
would leave all these societies poor and therefore subdued to Roman rule.  
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Therefore, the only people in Israel who lived in any sort of luxury and wealth 
were the Roman authorities ruling over that particular territory and their 
Israelite collaborators - the tax collectors. An Israelite tax collector would go 
around and oppress their own people by collecting large sums of their personal 
wealth for the benefit of the Roman Empire that ruled over them.  

We might wonder why on earth anyone would want such a disgraceful position 
among their own people? And there can clearly only be one true answer. Money.  

You see, the Romans were smart. They offered tax collectors an incentive that 
was almost impossible to pass up. They offered to back the tax collector with 
Roman military and allow that tax collector to extract more money from his 
own people than he was officially contracted to gather for Rome. This would 
allow him to use Roman military force to accumulate as much wealth for 
himself as he could by taking advantage of those he was collecting from. Today, 
we call such an abusive act of obtaining money extortion.  

Now, as we look at Zacchaeus, we discover that not only is he a despised tax 
collector, but he is actually one of the chief tax collectors. He was a ruler over 
the whole tax system in Jericho which meant he would have been extremely 
wealthy. Therefore, Zacchaeus was a rich ruler who had pretty much sacrificed 
his friends, family, dignity and integrity in order to accumulate his great wealth.  

Do we really need to wonder why Zacchaeus could choose to live like that? Are 
many of us not guilty of the same thing today? How many of us on some level 
are choosing to sacrifice our families in pursuit of financial prosperity? How 
many of us today are willing to compromise some aspect of our character in 
order to collect more money for ourselves? How often do we let a certain dollar 
amount dictate our decisions when it comes to our careers?   
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So many of us assume that a higher paying career opportunity is always a gift 
from God and the clear direction that He must want us to take. And although 
this may sometimes be the case, how many of us might be mistakenly using 
God as a way of justifying what would more appropriately be labeled as greed?   

The truth of the matter is that nobody views themselves as greedy. Nobody 
thinks they have a problem with greed. How many people do you think are 
going to their pastor or church leaders to confess, “I spend too much money on 
myself. I have a greedy lust for money that might be causing problems for me 
and my family.” The problem with seeing greed in our own lives stems from the 
reality that we all know people in our particular financial class that have more 
money than we do or that spend more money than we do. Therefore, we never 
feel like we have a problem with greed or materialism because we can always 
compare ourselves to people who have more or spend more than we do.  

Up to this point, Zacchaeus is just another example of what Scripture 
continually teaches throughout the Old and New Testament. Money has a way 
of making itself your master, and as we have already seen, those who have a hard 
time letting it go are blind to the reality that money might be the very thing 
that has their heart and the very thing dictating the direction they take in life.  

The Rich Young Ruler ran to Jesus but chose to sadly walk away holding on to 
his riches. However, as we we’re about to see here in Luke’s story, this Rich Tax 
Collecting Ruler also runs to Jesus, but He chooses to joyfully walk with Him 
letting go of all his riches. 

For those who truly experience and comprehend the amazing grace of God given 
freely to us in Christ, the old life of living lavishly ought to always give way to the 
new life of giving lavishly.  
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In the cultural context of that day, it was extremely shameful for a man to run at 
all and especially to run and climb up a tree. Zacchaeus was desperate to see 
Jesus. And even though He was surrounded by a crowd of people from that 
community, our Lord chose to publicly embrace the one man in the crowd who 
would have been the most despised and hated of all of them. Jesus extended the 
hand of fellowship to Zacchaeus, and Zacchaeus “received Him joyfully”. And 
although it’s unlikely that he had a clear understanding of who Jesus was at that 
moment, Zacchaeus’ encounter and experience with our Lord immediately 
transformed his heart. He had come to know the amazing grace that saves a 
wretch like him and that radically changed everything about his life.  

Zacchaeus truly wanted to follow Jesus, and he immediately realized that if he 
was going to do that, he had to change the way he views and handles his money. 
He decides to devote himself to two radically new financial commitments: 

Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I 
give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody 
out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.” (Luke 19:8)  

First, Zacchaeus commits himself to giving half of his possessions to the poor. 
He didn’t merely devote half his income but literally half of everything he 
owned. Clearly, this 50% pledge went far beyond the 10% requirement of the 
Old Testament Law. In pointing to this pledge, Dr. Timothy Keller writes, 

“Today, to give away even ten percent of our income to charity seems an 
enormous sum, though wealthy people could do much more and still 
live comfortably… Since [Zacchaeus] knew salvation was not through 
the law, but through grace, he did not aim to live by only fulfilling the 
letter of the law. He wanted to go beyond it.” (Keller, Counterfeit Gods) 
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Experiencing the amazing grace of our Lord should never lead God’s people to 
feel free to give less but rather should always lead God’s people to freely and 
faithfully give more. Helping the helpless is the inevitable heartbeat of those 
truly transformed by the gospel of Christ, and so Zacchaeus decided to extend 
God’s amazing grace to others by pledging 50% of his possessions to the poor. 

Next, Zacchaeus commits himself to pay back four times the amount to anyone 
that he had defrauded. This commitment is not just merely an act of grace but 
also a bold act of justice. The Old Testament requirement was that those who 
had cheated anyone out of anything were to restore what they took with 20% 
interest (Leviticus 5:16; Numbers 5:7). However, Zacchaeus decided that he 
would restore what he had taken from others with 300% interest!  

Those truly amazed by God’s grace freely given to us in Christ will generously go 
well beyond the norm in supporting the spread of that amazing grace to others.  

For Zacchaeus, money was no longer anything more than money. It was now a 
tool that could be used for serving other people. Do we see our money primarily 
as a way to serve the world or primarily as a way to serve our own needs, wants 
and desires? Those transformed by the gospel of Christ will inevitably begin to 
see their wealth as a way of serving others rather than simply serving themselves.  

Jesus looked at the lavishness of Zacchaeus’ giving and declared, “Today 
salvation has come to this house”. Salvation is not a result of our giving lavishly, 
but our giving lavishly is a clear indicator that salvation has taken place. A good 
measure of our Christian condition is whether we find great difficulty or great 
opportunity in giving away large amounts of our money and wealth. Therefore, 
let’s review the basic applications of our discussions thus far in order to see that 
giving lavishly ought to be the end product of our new financial perspective. 
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Let Go. Pray for God to expose the areas of your own life where you are trusting 
and treasuring money more than you are trusting and treasuring Him. Invite 
another trusted brother in Christ to help hold you accountable to the way you 
view and handle your wealth.  

Be Content. Devote yourself to working hard to honor Who you are ultimately 
working for. Come up with a plan to pursue a more simplified lifestyle with less 
demands and distractions. Answer, “What is your desired income and why?” 

Set A Limit. Establish a plan to start saving a specific amount of money for a 
specific kind of future. Pursue a different kind of retirement where we spend our 
last days with an eternal purpose far greater than just personal leisure.     

Go Beyond. Strive to start giving away ten percent of your gross income and then 
go beyond that standard to excel in grace and into a realm of giving that proves 
to be a sacrifice for you. Apply the pattern, ‘Give, Spend, Save, Give’.  

Support the Shepherds. Identify the churches/ministries that have impacted your 
Christian life and growth the most and start generously supporting them 
through financial giving, sanctifying encouragement and consistent prayer.       

Help the Helpless. Determine to devote your life here on earth towards investing 
in people. Commit yourself to the duty of staying on watch for those among us 
who might be hurting or facing helpless circumstances and meet those needs.  

Our Lord is the epitome of sacrifice and service, and therefore as His people, we 
ought to be shocking the world around us with how we give, spend and save our 
money. In the midst of a culture calling you to live lavishly, what might happen 
if you restructured your entire lifestyle in order to give lavishly instead?
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