
PREACH THE WORD 

2 Timothy 3:10-17 

  

2 Timothy 4:1-5 

“I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living 

and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: preach the word; be ready in 

season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience 

and teaching. For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, 

but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their 

own passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into 

myths. As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an 

evangelist, fulfill your ministry.” 

Paul starts this final chapter of his letter with a final charge, an urging for Timothy to fulfill 

his role in the ministry that God has appointed him to.  

Paul says, “I solemnly urge you — me the older, wiser, aged warrior of Christ — urge you 

my younger more timid lieutenant, and I do this in the presence and power and authority 

of God and Jesus Christ, the righteous judge who will come again to judge the living and 

dead.”  

Wow, that’s heavy! The weight behind Paul’s urging is not only himself but God, Jesus, and 

the fact that Jesus is coming back to judge all of us.   1

Speaking as if he were Paul, Chuck Swindoll writes:  

“Timothy, you will eventually stand before this One to give account for your work. He will 

judge your motives. He will assess your public ministry, evaluate your private life, and sift 

through the secrets of your soul. Therefore, heed the counsel I am about to give.” 

  

  see also 1 Peter 4:51



Paul then follows this up with five commands to Timothy for his public ministry as pastor.  

1. Preach the Word — which means to announce, to proclaim, to make known the truths 

about God from his special revelation to humanity.  

2. Be ready in season and out of season — which means there is no off-season so stand 

by and be at hand and ready always, when it’s convenient and when it’s not, to preach the 

gospel in word and also in deed.  

3. Reprove — which can mean to prove, to convince, refute, persuade, and correct. The 

idea here is of replacing incorrect ideas with correct ones. The correct ones come from the 

Bible; the incorrect ideas must be recognized, pointed out and replaced with correct ones. 

This comes by effective preaching of the Word by our pastors, and also by us relationally 

as we know the Word and share it with others.  

4. Rebuke — which means to call attention to wrongdoing and to assign responsibility. 

This is close to reprove, but the desired outcome is humility and not conviction. Part of 

this is to make aware consequences of the actions with a hope of repentance and change.  

5. Exhort — which means like a coach encouraging an athlete-in-training. Comes from the 

word, parakaleō, which is where we get the word for the Holy Spirt — the Encourager. If 

we only reprove and rebuke the individual or congregation then we will be beat them up 

and wear them down, and discourage them. That is why exhorting them is crucial, healthy 

and an encouragement to spur us on to godliness.  

All of these are to be done with “complete patience and teaching”. Patience here means to 

be long-tempered, have a long fuse, not to take personal offense but to be long-suffering 

with those being preached to, reproved, rebuked and exhorted. 

Paul then in  4:3-4 gives a second reason why Timothy should do these things. It’s because 

of the people around him.  

2 Timothy 4:3–4 

“For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having 

itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own 

passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths.” 



Timothy is a herald for the King called to announce the King’s message, and this is how 

Paul viewed himself. In 2 Timothy 1:11,Paul referred to himself as an appointed preacher 

and apostle and teacher.  

Now, Paul gives us five future tense verbs describing Timothy’s congregation.  

1. They will not endure sound teaching — the truth of the Word of God will be so offensive 

and torturous to their sinful desires that they will refuse to patiently endure it and hear it. 

2. They will have itching ears to hear what they want to hear — they don’t want to hear the 

truth but prefer what is good for them. 

3. They will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions — they will only 

listen to teachers that tell them what they want to hear. 

4. They will turn away from listening to the truth — they will begin to ignore what’s true 

and will not even expose themselves to hear anything contrary to what they think is best. 

5. They will wander off into myths — they will embrace things that to the one who knows 

truth seem obvious and ridiculous.  

Paul writes a similar warning in Philippians 3:18-19 where he says: 

“For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you even with tears, walk as 

enemies of the cross of Christ. Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and 

they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things.” 

Paul goes on to give a contrasting directive for Timothy in 4:5 where he says, “But as for 

you”:  

1. Always be sober-minded — which means to keep your head, have moral alertness, be 

cool, calm and collected. Make sure that you aren’t falling into any of the things 

mentioned above.  

2. Endure suffering — Paul already wrote in 2 Timothy 2:12 that “if we endure, we will also 

reign with him.” Endurance is the mark of true salvation, enduring hardship as Christ and 

Paul have done. There will be opposition from many sources but endure and persevere.  



3. Do the work of an evangelist — which means a person who brings good news. The 

gospel of Jesus is the good news of Jesus so preach the gospel. What is the gospel? Is it 

just words or also actions? Care for peoples needs so they know that you care then they 

will listen to what you say. Meet their needs and share the work of Jesus who lived the 

perfect sinless life we couldn’t live and died the sinners death we deserved.   

4. Fulfill your ministry — which means to bring to complete fullness or satisfaction the 

work that God has give you to do (all of your ministry as a pastor, shepherd, teacher, 

evangelist, example, etc.).  

Regardless of the crowds around us, we have a responsibility, an obligation, but also we 

have the privilege of being used by God to advance his kingdom. We have a job to do, just 

like Timothy did, and we must do it. 


