
INTRODUCTION: WHY “BACK TO OUR ROOTS” 
Mark 10:27 

Jesus looked at them and said, “With man it is impossible, but not with God. 
For all things are possible with God.” (Mark 10:27) 

This weekend we will be sharing with you four messages that God has placed on 
our hearts for this time together. These four messages compliment one another 
and come together to make up a short series that we’ve entitled Back to Our 
Roots. The inspiration for this title comes from a conviction that I have 
concerning how we as Christians ought to respond to what’s going on in our 
country and the culture around us.  

A lot has happened in our culture over the last year, and a lot of what we see 
today has led to various reactions from those within the church. Some are angry 
and think we need to fight back to restore this nation back to something that it 
once was in the distant past. Some are fearful and think all hope is lost, and if 
Hillary wins we need to have an exit strategy for an exodus to a foreign land. 
Many of us are reacting to what’s going on in our culture out of anger, and 
many of us are reacting to our culture out of fear, but what the world really 
needs from us and indeed what God demands of us is a response, not a reaction.  

Christians, of all people, ought to be the one’s keeping their heads on straight 
when everyone else around us is losing theirs. Therefore, we desperately need a 
powerful response to the culture instead of just another passionate reaction.    
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And so I think the very first step in making sure that we respond powerfully to 
what’s going on around us today is to get back to a crystal clear understanding 
of who we are as God’s people. Who we are as the church. Who we are as the 
body of Christ. Who we are as Christians living here in an American culture 
that has turned its back on Christianity. We (as Christians, not necessarily as 
Americans) need to get Back to Our Roots and remember who we are if we wish 
to powerfully respond to a world that is increasingly rejecting us.   

So, that being said, the inspiration and backdrop of this entire series is 
motivated by the following three factors.  

The Cultural Climate.  

In case you haven’t noticed, the American culture that you are currently living in 
no longer observes Christian principles as the expected norm of how we ought 
to live in this society. I’m not saying that we were ever a “Christian nation” 
during some golden era in our nation’s past, but what I am saying is that for the 
most part of our nation’s history, Christian principles were the generally 
accepted moral code for how we ought to live and the driving force of what 
governed our nation’s laws and constitution. This is no longer the case. 

I want to make two observations right out the gate concerning the world and 
the time in which we are currently living.  

Observation #1. We’re living in a time of great trouble. 

We’re living in a time of great trouble. There is a lot going on around us that 
ought to trouble us. Over the last year, we’ve seen:  
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❖ ISIS terrorizing the Middle East and targeting the West 
❖ Streets on fire fueled with racism, protests and injustice 
❖ Planned Parenthood killing babies and selling their body parts 
❖ And the White House lit up like a rainbow celebrating the rise of 

homosexuality and the decline of gender roles and identification 

What are we supposed to make of all this? How do these things make you feel?  

Observation #2. We’re living in a time of great testing.  

The way we feel about the world today and the way we are reacting to the things 
taking place in our culture is exposing us. The mess that the world seems to be 
in today is forcing most of us to face the reality of who we really are and what 
we truly believe. Consider these following questions:  

❖ Do you believe the answer to ISIS is a nuclear bomb that blows up the 
Middle East?  

❖ Do you think we should block refugees from the Middle East because 
terrorists might be among them?  

❖ Are you prone to immediately defend a particular side in tragedies like 
Ferguson?  

❖ Do you lash out in defense of the unborn while doing little to help the born 
and unwanted?  

❖ And are you quick to demonize the homosexual community while completely 
disregarding your unmarried friends living and sleeping together outside of 
marriage?  
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Our true colors are being revealed. In this time of great trouble and great 
testing, who are you, how do you fit into all this and what are you standing on 
to make sense of it all?   

This leads me to the second factor creating the backdrop of this series. 

The Condition of the Church.  

This is what concerns me the most. I believe the climate of our culture in part 
reveals the condition of the church in America. Perhaps we as the church in 
America are guilty of getting a little too comfortable in a nation where the 
majority acknowledged our moral principles, and therefore we got a little too 
casual in our calling as ambassadors of a Kingdom that is not the United States 
of America.  

Perhaps we as the church in America have gotten high on our popularity, and 
therefore we lost our power in the process. Perhaps the reason the moral 
revolution has swept this nation so quickly and completely is because the church 
in America is a body of powerless Christians.  

I mean ‘powerless’ because so many of us have gotten fat on our country club 
Christianity and have no concept of what it means to train ourselves in 
godliness. For many of us, our Sunday mornings at “church” has been more 
focused on entertaining us rather than equipping us, and therefore we now find 
ourselves powerless and unprepared for the opposition facing us. 

What if the problem with our culture today isn’t entirely the culture at all? What 
if the bigger problem is the condition of the church in this country?  
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We’re so quick to point fingers and blame others. We blame our school systems 
and our government institutions. We blame Hollywood and the media and our 
televisions and our iPhones. We say all is lost and our society is so twisted and 
so perverted that they don’t even care to hear the truth. But what if the problem 
facing our society today isn’t so much the perversion of the culture but rather a 
lack of power among us as the church? 

We’ve got our lights. We’ve got our cameras. We’ve got our big buildings and 
stages. We’ve got our rock bands, but have we got any real power?  

“Come to our church. We’ll watch your kids, serve you a nice cup of coffee, give you a 
concert and an inspirational message and then you can stop by the gift shop on the 
way to exit the parking lot. Take this information card and sign up for the various 
events and programs that we’ve designed specifically for you. Subscribe to our Podcast, 
Follow us on Twitter, Like us on Facebook and sign up for the newsletter.”  

We’ve developed our church models and our formulas and our strategic 
programs, but where is the real power that turns the world upside down?  

What if for a while now we’ve been populating American Christianity with 
masses of powerless Christians? Unconverted, unregenerate, unchanged and 
therefore unable to change anybody else. 

Have our Sundays been modeled to serve us the creature rather than to worship 
God the Creator? Have we have made ‘church’ in our own image and served 
ourselves rather than the God we claim to worship? 

These are questions that all of us ought to sincerely consider and contemplate. 

INTRODUCTION - WHY “BACK TO OUR ROOTS” !5



However, as much as the climate of our culture might reveal the condition of 
the church in America, it might also end up being the very thing that leads us to 
the cure for the church as well. Russell Moore writes in his most recent book, 
Onward: 

“The shaking of American culture is no sign that God has given up on 
American Christianity. In fact, it may be a sign that God is rescuing 
American Christianity from itself.”   1

And so that leads me to the third factor creating the backdrop of this series and 
that is  

The Cure of Authentic Christianity.  

I am hopeful that the time is ripe for a revival of authentic Christianity among 
the church in America. And listen to me:  

We need to stop focusing so much on trying to be a people relevant to our culture 
and instead go back to being a people authentically real in our convictions. 

Have we become so concerned about our relevance to the culture that we’ve 
compromised real reverence for our Creator?  

We will make no advances in this culture by resembling the world around us, 
but we will make an impact by representing to the world the authentic life and 
the awesome privilege of what it means to be among ‘The People of God’. Our 
fundamental need is to recover an understanding of who we truly are as ‘The 
People of God’. 

 Russell Moore, 71
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I am hopeful that the church in America could experience an awakening if we 
would faithfully prepare our altars for the powerful fire that God is willing to 
rain down from heaven. I pray for a revival of authentic Christianity for us here 
in America.  

However, we need to note that all revivals in history have been stirred up with 
serious conviction; NEVER cultural relevance.  

It’s time to get Back to Our Roots in order to remember who we are as ‘The 
People of God’. It’s time to step up and embrace an authentic Christianity that 
will look strange to the rest of the world . Moore writes,   

“As Christianity seems increasingly strange, and even subversive, to our 
culture, we have the opportunity to reclaim the freakishness of the gospel, 
which is what gives it its power in the first place… It may be that America is 
not ‘post-Christian’ at all. It may be that America is instead pre-Christian, a 
land that though often Christ-haunted has never known the power of the 
gospel, yet.” 

Therefore, in getting Back to Our Roots and who we are truly meant to be as ‘The 
People of God’, we will be going over the four basic elements that make up 
authentic Christianity. We will be rediscovering the Fear of God, Faith in 
Christ, the Power of the Holy Spirit and Living as the Church.  

As Christians, our entire identity is wrapped up in the gospel of “God with us”. 
So may we become a people whose lives demonstrate to a watching world the 
power of having God with us knowing that “all things are possible with God”. 
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