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I am a regular at the local coffee shop in downtown Woodstock as 
it has become my own personal office. Rather than playing zone de-

fense trying to defend my privacy from 4 children under the age of 7, 
I sit quietly at my favorite table up against the wooden bleacher seat-
ing unique to Copper Coin Coffee in Woodstock, Georgia. This coffee 
shop get-a-way is an application of wisdom and discernment on my 
part. As I sit there and cherish my Guatemalan pour-over, I seek to 
take advantage of this quiet time and often that is where the Holy 
Spirit subtly offers His wisdom aimed directly at my heart.

I am a drink person. I love coffee every morning, hot tea from 
time to time, and some sort of special beverage in the evening. I have 
a method to my morning madness that includes a handheld coffee 
grinder, fresh roasted coffee beans, a Hario kettle for the water and 
my own Aeropress to bring it all together. I love this part of my morn-
ing. And as you can see, I love sitting at the local coffee shop and en-
joying various kinds of coffee from all over the world. 

Therefore, it doesn’t take much to conclude that coffee is some-
thing I desire and something that I go out of my way for each and 
every day to enjoy. If I was to go a day without a cup, I’d miss it — 
not necessarily the caffeine but the experience. 

Quiet time with a cup of coffee, I cherish and desire, but what 
about quiet time with my Father in heaven? 

Do I cherish and desire communion with God each and 
every day and pursue Him with the same consistency that 
I pursue a good cup of coffee? What about you? Would a 
day without any coffee (or your own item of pleasure) 
be a bigger deal to you than a day without any thought-
ful conversation with God?

In His great Sermon on the Mount, Jesus commands 
us as His followers to go out of our way each day to 
enjoy our Father’s presence in prayer. He says,

“But when you pray, go into your room and shut the 
door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Fa-
ther who sees in secret will reward you.”  —Matt 6:6

Prayer is without question the most important practice in our 
Christian life. Prayer is without a doubt “the highest activity of the 
human soul.” There is nothing greater for a man to undertake or to 
experience than pure communion with his Maker. If we’re honest 
with ourselves, we might have to admit that it is often the hardest 

thing to practice in our Christian life as well. 
Is there anything more difficult in the Chris-

tian life than a sincere and serious commit-
ment to speak with God in prayer? How much 
easier do we find it to speak with everyone 
else around us than we find it to speak with God? Do we not find our-
selves with much less to say when we are alone in silence with God 
than with others out in public? Therefore, what does it tell us about 
our own spiritual condition when we examine the time we spend 
alone with God?

As Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones puts it:
“It is when we have left the realm of activities and outward 

dealings with other people, and are alone with God, that we  
really know where we stand in a spiritual sense. It is not only the 
highest activity of the human soul, it is the ultimate test of our true 
spiritual condition.”   

Study great men and women of faith throughout church history 
and you will see the seriousness with which they approached this 
issue of prayer. It’s a seriousness we see also in the lives of the dis-
ciples. The disciples watched the way Jesus spent time and spoke to 
His Father in prayer and they desperately wanted what He seemed to 
have. They saw how He would get up early before the sunrise and go 

alone upon a mountain to commune with His Father. The disci-
ples witnessed Jesus spending whole nights in prayer with 

His Father.
There is little doubt that this is what led them to hum-

bly beg, “Lord, teach us how to pray.” They wanted to 
pray like He was praying. They wanted to know God like 
He knew Him. They wanted to enjoy the Father’s pres-
ence in the same way that Jesus seemed to enjoy Him.

Jesus never taught His disciples how to preach; only 
how to pray. Jesus tells us to seek God in the secret places 

and that is where He waits for us. May we join the disciples 
in asking, “Lord, teach us how to pray.” We should desperately 

desire quiet time with our Father and go out of our way to have it. 
We need to shut out the world and shut ourselves in with God. May 
our Father in Heaven free us from the thought of prayer ever being 
a duty or a burden and may the secret place with our Father be our 
most cherished and desired place on earth.

from the desk of 
Terry Evans

Scripture

Look to the LORD 
and his strength; 
seek his face 
always.

–I Chronicles 16:11
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• Players and couples for all of 
the UPI trips.

• Prepared hearts for Jesus and 
safety in travel as we go  
overseas.

• Strength, endurance and the 
Holy Spirit’s filling through a 
busy November for each of our 
staff.

• Off-season studies in Arizona 
and Atlanta.

• Relationship building during 
the fall league and chapels.

• For players to get involved in 
the off-season studies.

• More opportunities to reach, 
teach, and train players.

• Wisdom and boldness in chal-
lenging guys to get out of their 
comfort zones in order to use 

their platform and join the mis-
sion of multiplying and filling 
the earth with more followers 
of Jesus.

• Leadership in Terry Evans’ 
home and that his children 
come to find their true identity 
in being a follower of Jesus.

• Ken Holcomb, AZL Mariners 
Spanish chaplain, diagnosed 
with colon cancer.

• For good friend and co-author 
Jerry Price as he battles stage 4 
prostate cancer.

• For Jerry and Tom as they 
attempt to finish their book 
series.

• For Tom as he attempts to fin-
ish a book entitled SHEPHERD 
COACH.

• For the favor that God has given our staff in 
the baseball community.

• Great in-season Bible Studies with the White 
Sox players and their wives (Lisa Weston).

• Vision God has given to the UPI staff for disci-
pling.

• Great year of chapel and FaceTime studies 
with players.

• Kayla Weston passed her One Step Board 
Exams!!

• Ellie Hommel’s CT scans continue to come 
back negative and she is doing great!!

• Health for Nicole Graffanino.
• Great summer for Graffanino family and for 

A.J. playing baseball in Cape Cod.
• Good start to a new school year for A.J. and 

Nick Graffanino.
• Our Father in Heaven has been incredibly and 

increasingly gracious to the Evans’ family in 
innumerable ways; Terry wants to enjoy that 
gift and not take it for granted.

PraisesPrayer

Schedule
October 2 ..................Terry – Chapel – Tigers/Braves
October 2 ..................Mickey – Chapel – Twins/White Sox
October 5 ..................Tony – Chapel – White Sox Instructional 

League
October 12 ................Tony – Chapel – White Sox Instructional 

League
October 13 ................Tony – Chapel – Glendale Desert Dogs Fall 

League
October 14-16 ...........Terry – ATL Alumni Study Retreat
October 17-25 ...........Hommel/Tony – Germany Mission Trip
October 15 ................Tom – Speak at men’s gathering in  

Cedarburg, WI
October 27 ................Tony – Chapel – Glendale Desert Dogs  

Fall League

November 1 ..............Tom – Speak and attend Power Up  
Conference in Indianapolis, IN

November 3 ..............Tony – Chapel – Glendale Desert Dogs Fall 
League

November 4-11 ..........Mickey – Dominican Republic Mission Trip
November 10 ............Tony – Chapel – Glendale Desert Dogs Fall 

League

November 11-18 ........Terry – Guatemala Mission Trip
November 14 ............Tony – Chapel – Glendale Desert Dogs  

Fall League
November 14-22 .......Mickey – South Africa Mission Trip
November 15-22 .......Tony – Puerto Rico Mission Trip w/ Marcus 

Hanel & Travis Smith
Nov. 28 - Dec. 2 .........Mickey/Terry/Hommel – PAO Conference in  

Orlando, FL

Terry – Weekly Offseason Men’s/Women’s Bible Study
Terry – Thursday’s – ATL Alumni Study
Hommel – Fall League Chapels
Hommel – Monday’s – Off Season Couples Bible Study
Hommel – Thursday’s – Off Season Men’s Bible Study
Tony – Wednesday’s – Peoria Men’s Bible Study
Tony – Thursday’s – Scottsdale Men’s Bible Study

s you pray for our scheduled events (see above), please 
remember that each of our staff is involved in disciple-

ship, Bible studies, leading chapels, visiting, writing, etc., 
throughout the entire year. Please pray for each of them.
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