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THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and 

the Holy Spirit.” –Matthew 28:19

We are now one third of the way through the baseball sea-
son. It’s crazy how fast time flies and we as a staff are busy in 
ministry. One aspect of what we do is called “discipling”, or 
helping others as they desire to be disciples of Jesus. We em-
ulate the life of Christ before these men as we learned from 
those who poured into us and help fuel the ballplayers’ desire 
and effort to be disciples of Jesus. It seems some defining is 
necessary here:  

Disciple - a follower or student of a teacher, leader, 
or philosopher; Someone who accepts and helps to 
spread the teachings of a famous person; One who ac-
cepts and assists in spreading the doctrines of another.

This idea of making disciples is not our own, but in fact, it 
came from Jesus. Actually, it started well before Jesus, but 
the teacher we follow is Jesus. The teachings and doctrines 
that we follow and spread are His.  What does this mean? As 
we follow Jesus, we are asking others to follow us, to walk 
with us and learn. We walk through life with these players. We 
teach them. We model a Christ-centered life and encourage 
them in their pursuit of a Christ-centered life. Ultimately, our 
goal after a year or two is to have an equipped, mature disci-
ple who is now seeking for someone to disciple. Each of us on 
staff seeks to disciple anywhere from 1 to 3 players for 1 to 2 
years and then we turn them loose to go and make disciples.  
This fits with our motto at UPI as we aim to reach, teach, and 
train the individual, in order to send them out into their circle 
of influence so they can do the same. This was Jesus’ intention 
when He called Peter, Andrew, James and John in Luke chap-
ter 5 verses 1 through 11. His call was for them to follow Him 
and He would make them fishers of men, or disciple makers.

David Platt writes in his book, appropri-
ately titled Follow Me, 

“Clearly, the overflow of transforma-
tion in these disciples was multiplication through these 
disciples. As Jesus transformed their minds, they became 
convicted that people needed to hear the gospel. As 
Jesus transformed their desires, they longed for people 
to hear the gospel. As Jesus transformed their wills, 
they were compelled to give their lives proclaiming the 
gospel. As Jesus transformed their relationships, they 
loved people enough to share the gospel with them, 
even though it cost them everything they had. Jesus 
transformed their very purpose for living – every disciple 
was sacrificially committed to making disciples—and the 
trajectory of their lives was never the same.”

 If a true follower of Jesus was intentional in discipling 1 
person a year, and then he and that disciple did the same the 
following year and so forth; 1 becomes 2, and 2 becomes 4 and 
4 becomes 8 (you get the picture). In just 33 years 8.5 billion 
people would be reached and discipled for Jesus. That’s kind 
of mind blowing, but also very convicting! Once you under-
stand your true purpose, discipling is a desire and not a bur-
den. Most of us tend to view our salvation as something God 
has done for us, but fail to see that we are also saved for His 
purposes. God sets us apart as followers of His Son, Jesus, so 
that we can be used to spread this Good News to everyone 
God puts into our lives. This command (not a suggestion) of 
the Great Commission was given to all of Jesus’ followers and 
not just the 12 disciples present at His ascension. 

Thank you for supporting UPI and for praying for us as we 
seek to fulfill the Great Commission. My encouragement to 
you is to be discipled and become a disciple maker so that we 
all live for His purposes and do our part in fulfilling the Great 
Commission. God Bless.

Scripture
“Therefore, go and make disciples of  
all the nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and the Son  
and the Holy Spirit.” –Matthew 28:19

from the desk of 
Tony Graffanino

Making Disciples
“     



PO Box 1355
Warsaw, IN 46581-1355
Return Service Requested

UNLIMITED POTENTIAL, INC.UNLIMITED POTENTIAL, INC.

June/July 2016

• Continued interest in chapels 
and opportunities for relation-
ship building.

• Safe travels for all on staff.

• Trip to Cuba, the start of UPI 
missions there.

• Clarity of where to focus minis-
try in Japan this summer.

• God’s financial provision for 
UPI.

• Restful and restorative vaca-
tion time.

• Faithfulness in Terry’s commu-
nion with God and in service to 
Him.

• More opportunities to establish 
closer relationships with guys 
who live in Atlanta and wisdom 
to mobilize them for missional 
living within the city.

• For Al Hommel, Brian’s dad, 
as he recovers from bladder 
cancer.

• Kayla Weston’s Medical School 
Boards exam July 26th in  
Chicago.

• Marissa Weston as she minis-
ters through music in the  
orchestra at COTW.

• Completion of book Ellison Bay, 
part two of a three part novel.  
Part one is Sandusky Bay.

• Excellent Bible Studies with the White Sox 
players and wives.

• Weston kids finished another year well in  
college.

• God’s continued favor in the professional 
baseball community.

• Another season of chapels with the White Sox 
in AZ is going well.

• Extended Spring/Rehab players study in  
Phoenix is going well.

• New players that we are discipling.
• The Graffanino family is doing well and Nicole 

is nearing a full recovery.
• Great time speaking (Tom) at East Texas  

Baptist University.
• High school graduation of Tom’s granddaugh-

ter, Hannah Delp.
• For the privilege of being given the opportu-

nity to devote my life (Terry) to the ministry 
of helping men grow in the grace and knowl-
edge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

PraisesPrayer

Schedule
June 2 .......................... Graff – Chapel – AZL White Sox and Extended/Rehab players 

Bible Study
June 7 .......................... Terry – Gwinnett Braves Bible Study
June 9 ......................... Graff – Chapel – AZL White Sox
June 12 ........................ Terry – Chapel – Cubs/Braves
June 12 ........................ Mickey – Chapel – Royals/White Sox
June 12 ........................ Hommel – Chapel – Miami/D’Backs
June 13 ........................ Mickey – White Sox Bible Study
June 13 ........................ Mickey & Lisa – White Sox Couple’s Study
June 14 ........................ Terry – Atlanta Braves Bible Study
June 15 ........................ Terry – Guest Speaker at In-Touch Men’s Breakfast
June 16 ........................ Graff – Chapel – AZL White Sox
June 16-19 ................... Hommel – In LA leading Chapel for D’Backs/Dodgers
June 23 ........................ Graff – Chapel – AZL White Sox
June 26 ....................... Terry – Chapel – Mets/Braves
June 26 ....................... Mickey – Chapel – Blue Jays/White Sox
June 26-July2 .............. Hommel – Maranatha Family Camp and baseball clinics – 

Muskegon, MI
June 28 ....................... Terry – Atlanta Braves Bible Study
June 28 ....................... Mickey – White Sox player’s Bible Study
June 28- July 2 ............ Graff - Cuba

July 3 ........................... Terry – Chapel – Marlins/Braves
July 3 ........................... Hommel – Chapel – Giants/D’Backs
July 5 ........................... Terry – Gwinnett Braves Bible Study

July 6 ........................... Mickey – White Sox player’s Bible Study
July 8 ........................... Mickey & Lisa – White Sox Couple’s Study
July 9-23 ...................... Graffanino family on vacation in Cape Cod and watching AJ 

play in the Cape Cod League
July 10 ......................... Mickey – Chapel – Braves/White Sox
July 16 ......................... Tom – Officiate Sullenger/Rocchio wedding – Flushing, MI
July 17 .......................... Terry – Chapel – Rockies/Braves
July 17 .......................... Hommel – Chapel – Dodgers/D’Backs
July 18-20 .................... Tom – Conduct seminar to coaches of East Texas Baptist 

University
July 22 ......................... Mickey – White Sox player’s Bible Study
July 24 ......................... Mickey – Chapel – Tigers/White Sox
July 26 ......................... Terry – Gwinnett Braves Bible Study
July 26 ......................... Kayla Weston – One Step Boards
July 27-29 .................... Hommel – In Dallas with Royals/Rangers
July 29- Aug.13 ............ Mickey – Camp-of-the-Woods - Speculator, NY
July 31 .......................... Terry – Chapel – Phillies/Braves

Terry – Every Thursday: Atlanta Alumni Men’s Study
Graff – The Graffanino’s will be back east for the month of July and Tony will be 
visiting players and teams around the northeast.

s you pray for our scheduled events (see above), please 
remember that each of our staff is involved in disciple-

ship, Bible studies, leading chapels, visiting, writing, etc., 
throughout the entire year. Please pray for each of them.
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